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CAB Abstracts 
Full Text – headline Facts 

 

● Full Text for over 188,000 records 

● 62% Journal articles, 36% Conference papers 

● Small, but growing number of reports 

● 77% English 

● Over 680 current journals from 81 countries 

● Over 700 total FT journals in database 

 

 



CAB Abstracts 
Updates 

 

● Key resource for applied life sciences – agriculture, forestry, 

animal and vet sciences, soil science, AND nutrition, 

environment and leisure and tourism 

 

● Over 7.3 million records 

 

● 363k records added in 2012 (vs 353k in 2011) 

 

● 8,124 serials indexed, from 119 countries in over 50 languages, 

including 486 new serials in 2012 

 

● Over 188,000 Full Text Records (43k added in 2012) from over 

680 journals plus conferences – over 70% non-open access 

 

 

 



• Agricultural engineering 

• Applied economics and sociology 

• Animal production 

• Animal health 

• Animal nutrition 

• Aquaculture 

• Biofuels 

• Biosafety and Bioterrorism 

• Biotechnology 

• Breeding 

• Chemistry 

• Climate change 

• Crop science and grasslands 

• Ecotourism 

• Entomology 

• Environmental science 

• Food science and technology 

• Forestry 

• Genetics 

• Helminthology 

 

• Horticultural science 

• Human nutrition 

• Invasive species 

• Leisure and tourism 

• Medicinal plants and pharmacology 

• Microbiology 

• Mycology 

• Natural resources, land/water 

management 

• Nematology 

• Organic and sustainable agriculture 

• Parasitology 

• Plant pathology 

• Plant protection 

• Postharvest 

• Protozoology 

• Soil science 

• Veterinary medicine 

• Virology 

• Waste management 

CAB Abstracts 
Subject Coverage 



CAB Abstracts 
Geographic Coverage from 119 countries 

Europe 
46% 

North America 
20% 

Indian Sub Continent 
9% 

Far East Asia 
8% 

Central and South 
America 

6% 

Middle East 
3% 

Africa 
3% 

Australasia 
3% 

South East Asia 
2% 



Training agenda 

 
 

● Simple searching and navigating the interface 

 

● Advanced searching and Indexes 

 

● MyCABDirect features 

 

● Q&A 

 

 



What is a bibliographic database? 

A bibliographic database can be 

compared to a printed journal 

 

It contains: 

• Record articles with bibliographic data 

• Indexes 



Homepage 

 

www.cabdirect.org 

 

http://www.cabdirect.org/
http://www.cabdirect.org/




Free-text index fields 

Simple 
searching 

• Free-text index 

• Word stemming 

• Automatic Boolean operations for white-space  



Simple searching:  
Search techniques 

Search technique Example Description Function Reason to use 

Single word search 
Search databases using a 

single word term 

Returns a broad range 

of results quickly for a 

particular word/topic 

Provides a broad overview 

of a scientific area of 

interest 

Boolean search 
Search databases using the 

operators AND, OR and NOT 

Performs searches on 

multiple concepts that 

provides specific 

keyword searching for 

an area of interest that 

can include or exclude 

other concepts. 

Allows the user to conduct 

more controlled searching. 

Can be used to omit 

homophones 

Phrase searching 

Use quotation marks before 

and after a multiple word 

phrase 

Returns results only 

containing the entire 

phrase 

Narrows searching to 

records that only contain 

the whole phrase 

Parentheses 

Searches databases using 

keywords, Boolean operators 

and parentheses. 

Used for searches that 

contain multiple 

Boolean operators to 

define the correct 

search logic 

Refines searches with 

Boolean operators further 

to provide limited search 

results 

Wild cards 
Uses the symbols * and ? in 

keyword search 

Using the * returns 

results with different 

word stems for the root 

word 

Using the ? symbol 

allows users to specify 

unknown characters 

The * allows users to 

broaden results to 

keywords with differing 

word stems e.g. pop* = 

popular, population, etc. 

The ? returns results using 

a keyword that may differ 

in spelling 



Boolean searching 

AND 
e.g. armyworm AND africa 

Retrieves only records 

that contain all the 

terms chosen 

  OR 
e.g. armyworm OR africa 

Retrieves only records 

that contain any of the 

terms chosen 

NOT 
e.g. armyworm NOT africa 

Retrieves only records 

that include keyword 

terms and exclude 

certain terms  



Parentheses and wild cards 
Use parentheses when multi-term searching with 3+ 

Boolean operators 

 

Research question: The housing of cattle or sheep 

 

1. (Cattle OR Sheep) 

 

2. (housing AND (cattle OR sheep)) 

 

3. (housing AND (cattle OR sheep)) NOT diseases 

 

Wild cards include ?? for individual characters or * for truncation 

e.g. (hous* AND (cattle OR sheep)) NOT disease* 



Results 
page 

• Bibliographic information 

• Document metadata 

• Full text linkage 

 







Record  
page 

• Bibliographic information 

• Document metadata 

• Full text linkage 

 





Marking 
records 

• Temporary marking of records for same session 

reference 

 

 







Exporting 
records 

• Various exporting options by: 

• Print 

• Email 

• MARC files 

 













MyCABDirect 

• Features include: 

• Save records 

• Save searches 

• Create alerts 













Advanced 
searching 

• Independent field searching for search terms 

• Language, document and full text filters 

• Date refining options 

 

http://www.cabdirect.org/




 

Description 

 

Field Tag 

Additional Authors ad 

Author Affiliation aa 

CAS Registry Numbers ry 

Conference Dates cd 

Conference Title ct 

Corporate Author ca 

Country of Publication cp 

Descriptors de 

Digital Object Identifier oi 

Document Editors ed 

Document Title do 

Email em 

English Item Title et 

Non English Item Title ft 

Geographic Location gl 

Identifiers id 

 

Description 

 

Field Tag 

ISBN bn 

ISSN sn 

Item Type it 

Language(s) of Summary ls 

Language(s) of Text la 

Location of Publisher lp 

Main Abstract ab 

Organism Descriptors od 

Pan Number pa 

Personal Author au 

Personal Author Variants av 

Publisher pb 

CABI Product Code sc 

Up-posted Descriptors up 

Web URL ur 

Year of Publication yr 

CAB Abstracts – adv. search 
Manual field searching 





CAB Abstracts – adv. search 
CABI Indexing Fields 

 

 

● Organism descriptor - organism name 

● Geographic location - area relating to the subject of the article 

● Descriptor - other descriptive terms outside OD&GL categories 

● Broad term - Searches for that term and narrower terms 

● Identifier – non-preferred terms & any outside CAB Thesaurus 

 

 

Additional fields: 

● SC codes – subset codes 

● CABICODES – subject categories 

S
u

b
je

c
t 





Kenya 

East Africa 

Africa South of 

Sahara 
Francophone Africa Anglophone Africa 

West Africa Southern Africa Central Africa Sahel 

Rwanda Sudan Tanzania Ethiopia 

Africa 

NARROWER 

TERMS 

BROADER 

TERMS 



Super indexes 

Super index name Super index field tag Fields searched Example 

Title title: 

 

English title 

Foreign title 
 

  

  

Author author: 

  

Personal author 

Author variant 

Additional author 

Document editor 

Corporate author 

  

  

  

Subject subject: 

Geographic location 

Organism descriptor 
Descriptor 

Identifier 

  

  



CAB 
Thesaurus 

• Controlled vocabulary for indexing terms 

• Hierarchical structure 

• Searchable database for easy referencing 

• Multilingual resource covering 11 languages 

 

 















 

 
● Navigating the interface and performing simple site searches 

 

● Refine searches using facets 

 

● Exporting records 

 

● MyCABDirect – saving searches, records and creating alerts 

 

● Advanced field searching and field tags 

 

● CABI specific indexing codes 

 

● Building complex searches with CAB Thesaurus 

CAB Abstracts 
We have covered… 



www.cabi.org 

KNOWLEDGE FOR LIFE 

Thank you 

 

Any Questions? 

 

 
For more information on CABI training 

 and to access training materials visit 

www.cabi.org/training 

 

http://www.cabi.org/training

